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The students (and I!) struggled to connect with a 60 slide long ‘legal terms and principles’ lecture (zzzzz).  Each slide was densely packed with interconnected legal principles and it was difficult to make connections between topic areas. Students were confused with the terminology and concepts and didn’t understand how to apply the theory to the real world.       
PowerPoint Slide Example – How Not to Present Legal Terms  
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The Fix 

Deconstruct the Power Point Slide Show and Create a Visually Appealing Hand Out, Questions and Discussion 
Restructure the material so the students learn by doing 

	· De-construct the slide show
	· Sort and chunk up the information 
	· Create at-a-glance visually appealing handouts 
	· Group similar concepts together 

	· Walk the students through the hand out 
	· Assign questions (individuals try to answer the questions)  
	· Group Work 
	· Group discussion  
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Mens Rea
« Latin for guilty mind, culpable state of mind
« Required mental, blameworthy or criminal mental state

* Crown must prove the prohibited act AND that the person
meant to commit the act

* Justice system does not punish those that did not intend to
‘commit an act or who have no control over their mental or
physical processes

Mens rea takes one of four forms

1. Intention

- Requireageneral orspecificintent

~ General intent—acts are done to achieve an immediate
consequence e.g. assault—A hits B without B's consent

~ Specificintent ~some offences requirean ulteriorintent e.g. A
hitB to steal B's money

2. Knowledge —an awareness of certain circumstances
~ E.g. no person shall knowingly...
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Actus Reus
* Latin for criminal act
+ Actus reus may take three forms:
— overt physical act (which law seeks to prevent);
— an omission to perform a legal duty (omission offence);
— astate of affairs prohibited by law... “no person shall”
1. Overt physical act
—  Wildlife Act— hunting an animal out of season
2. An omission to perform a legal duty
—  Environmental Management Act —failure to report a spill
3. A state of affairs prohibited by law
— Criminal offence is neither an overt act or omi
— Legislation has the ‘state of affairs’ embedded in the a

“everyone commits an offence who” or “no person shall
possess”





