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Year Canada BC %

1881 4,383 4,350 99.24

1891 9,129 8,910 97.6 

1901 16,375 14,201 86.72

1911 27,774 19,568 70.45

Chinese in Canada and BC
1881-1891

Adapted from Roy 1989:269



What can a 
photograph 
tell you?



Registration of Birth – Chin Yen Chin (aka Rose Chan)



Courtesy of Stanley Wong



Male/Female Populations and Sex 
Ratios of Selected BC Communities

Year Community Males Females M/F Ratio

1921 Vancouver 5790 585 10/1

Victoria 2938 503 6/1

Cumberland 802 52 16/1

Vernon 136 31 4.5/1

Nanaimo 379 54 7/1

New Westminster 702 45 17/1

1931 Vancouver 11952 1059 11/1

Victoria 3192 510 6/1

New Westminster 561 38 15/1

1941 Vancouver 5973 1201 5/1

Victoria 2549 488 5/1
Wickberg 1982:306-307, Table 10



Restrictive Legislation Directed at 
Chinese Immigrants

1885 Head tax - $50

1901 Head tax - $100

1904 Head tax - $500

1923 Chinese Immigration (Exclusion) Act



Registration Certificate – Section 18, Chinese Immigration Act 1923



Born in Canada, but not Canadian (Immigration Act, 1923)

On returning to Canada 
after the end of WWII, Lily 
Chan was processed 
through the Chinese 
Section of Immigration 
Canada.



1923–1947: Coming of Age During a Period of Exclusion

Lim Wong, aka Wilbert Lim
Birth: January 15, 1919

Chan Fong Yee, aka Lily Chan
Birth: April 21, 1918



Courtesy of George Yipp Courtesy of Starlet Lum

Nellie and Charlie Yip
(aka Yip Guong).  
Charlie’s son married 
Chin Kam.



One Family: One Story, One History in BC

Chin Wah Shuck with wife, Hoo She, 
and their six children. 

Children in “western” clothing, as well 
as the father, but the older women are 
all in Chinese garb.

1870 is the 1870 Keefer Street 
residence of Chin Wah Shuck and 
family.

Chin Wah Shuck was, a man of some 
means—a merchant, able to hire a  
professional photographer for the 
family picture.



Lily Chan, 1918

Rose Chan, 1923

Wilbert Lim, 1919

Status and Community



Vancouver Art Gallery 1985:42

Accessing family 
history, tracing one’s 
Canadian path.

No longer unidentified; Shirley Chan’s mother 
(Wo Soon, aka Mary) back row, far right. (Chan 
2006:2)
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