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Cumberland and environs, 1900s

(Lai 1988:11)
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Number of Japanese Landed at Canadian,

Ports, 1897-1901 4 8
1897 691
1898 1,189
1899 | WoHT 5
1900 10,302
1901 1,223

Total 15,280

(Woodsworth 1941:51)
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Restrictive Legislation directed at
Chinese Immigrants

1885 Head tax - $50
1901 Head tax - $100
1904 Head tax - $500

1923 Chinese Immigration (Exclusion) Act .",




Highlights of “Gentlemen’s Agreement” /
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of 1907 (Hayashi-Lemieux)

Classes of emigrants permitted to emigrate:
» previously residing in Canada, including wives and children
» engaged by Japanese residents in personal or domestic service

» contract emigrants; contract approved by Canadian Government

Limits Japanese immigration to 400 per annum male labourers and*
domestic servants
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Revised Agreement of 1928 A

contemplate that the total number of emigrants
to Canada, including agricultural labourers and
domestic servants, and wives and children of
Japanese emigrants resident in Canada, will
exceed a total of 150 annually. We have
further been informed that steps will be taken to
terminate the practice of sending for so-called

‘picture brides’.” (1928 Debates, quoted by Woodsworth
1941:296)

“... the Government of Japan does not /
/ J.
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Male/Female Populations and Sex Ratios of Chlnese{z

Selected BC Communities y /\ f
Year Community Males Females M/F Ratio
1921  Vancouver 5790 585 10/1
Victoria 2938 503 6/1
Cumberland 802 52 16/1
\ernon 136 31 4.5/1
Nanaimo 379 54 T¢"\ £
New Westminster 702 45 INELT ’f
1931  Vancouver 11952 1059 11/1
Victoria 3192 510 6/1
New Westminster 561 38 15/1
1941  Vancouver 5973 1201 5/1
Victoria 2549 488 Y

(Wickberg 1988:306-307, Table 10)



“Picture Brides”

“... brought stability to life in the Japanese
community in its formative years. [...] They were

the rock, the foundation of the community.” (ito
1994:73)

Their children were the
beginning of the Nisei
generation.
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10 Percentage Age and Sex Distribution in British Columbia, 1931

Japanese Population Total Population
Age Group M. F. T. | M. F. T.
0-19 24.2 22,1 46.3 17.0 16.6 34.6
20-44 21.5 15.9 37.4 20.9 16.8 37.7
45+ 13.0 3.3 16.3 17.6 11.1 28.7 | |
Total 58.7 41.3 100.0 55.5 44.5 100.0 | |

11 Birth rates in British Columbia by Racial Groups, 1931
Per 1,000 Index Per 1,000 Women Index

Population Number Age 20-44 Number
British ........cccoceeeee 13.3 100 26.5 100 |
French ................ 14.1 106 89. 117
Scandinavian ...... 15.7 118 97.6 128
German .............. 17.4 131 102.8 134
Italian ...ccoconveeeee. 20.2 152 126.8 166
Chinese ............. 5.7 43 219.8 287
Japanese .............. 26.4 274 229.4 300

12 Nuymber of Births to Oriental Mothers in British Columbia,

1929-3

23739 1920 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939
Chinese........ 179 164 151 146 137 120 115 109 116 115 119
Japanese....... 842 809 809 689 630 611 531 547 502 529 458

(Woodsworth 1941:125)
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Children
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Cuinese AND Jaranese N Britisu Corusipia
(Census of 1931)
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