
A Place Called Home:  

Women and Families in 

Cumberland  

Imogene L. Lim, PhD 

Malaspina University-College 



Cumberland and environs, 1900s 
(Lai 1988:11) 



Number of Japanese Landed at Canadian 

Ports, 1897-1901 

1897 691 

1898 

1899 

1,189 

1,875 

1900 10,302 

1901 1,223 

Total 15,280 

(Woodsworth 1941:51) 



(Woodsworth 1941:119) 



Restrictive Legislation directed at  

Chinese Immigrants 

1885 Head tax - $50 

1901 Head tax - $100 

1904 Head tax - $500 

1923 Chinese Immigration (Exclusion) Act 



Highlights of “Gentlemen’s Agreement”  

of 1907 (Hayashi-Lemieux) 

Classes of emigrants permitted to emigrate: 

  previously residing in Canada, including wives and children 

  engaged by Japanese residents in personal or domestic service 

  contract emigrants; contract approved by Canadian Government 

 

Limits Japanese immigration to 400 per annum male labourers and 

domestic servants 



Revised Agreement of 1928 

“… the Government of Japan does not 

contemplate that the total number of emigrants 

to Canada, including agricultural labourers and 

domestic servants, and wives and children of 

Japanese emigrants resident in Canada, will 

exceed a total of 150 annually.  We have 

further been informed that steps will be taken to 

terminate the practice of sending for so-called 

‘picture brides’.” (1928 Debates, quoted by Woodsworth 

1941:296) 



Women 

CMA:140-036 

CMA:140-036 

CMA:140-015 



Male/Female Populations and Sex Ratios of Chinese in 

Selected BC Communities 

Year Community Males Females M/F Ratio 

1921 Vancouver 5790 585 10/1 

Victoria 2938 503 6/1 

Cumberland 802 52 16/1 

Vernon 136 31 4.5/1 

Nanaimo 379 54 7/1 

New Westminster 702 45 17/1 

1931 Vancouver 11952 1059 11/1 

Victoria 3192 510 6/1 

New Westminster 561 38 15/1 

1941 Vancouver 5973 1201 5/1 

Victoria 2549 488 5/1 

(Wickberg 1988:306-307, Table 10) 



“Picture Brides” 

“… brought stability to life in the Japanese 

community in its formative years. […]  They were 

the rock, the foundation of the community.”  (Ito 

1994:73) 

Their children were the 

beginning of the Nisei 

generation. 

 

CMA:140-495 



(Woodsworth 1941:125) 



Families 

CMA:140-266 

CMA:190-070 

CMA:090-010 



CMA:140-093 

CMA:140-163 



Children 

CMA:140-005 

CMA:140-213 



(Woodsworth 1941:127) 



Home 

CMA:140-170 

CMA:140-172 



CMA:140-367 



Cumberland: A Multi-Ethnic Place 

CMA:240-012 



CMA:140-130 

CMA:180-005 
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