Nanaimo Christian School
AND

The BC Ed Plan

The Ministry of Education describes the objective of the new
BC Education Plan as: "Capable young people thriving in a
rapidly changing world."  The mission statement of Nanaimo
Christian School is “educational excellence that equips
students to live Biblically, act responsibly, work cooperatively,
communicate effectively and achieve success in who God has
called them to be.”
These are two very different statements, so what does it mean
for NCS?
Simply stated, things will not change that much.  In fact, we
are excited as the BC Ed Plan reinforces the quality teaching
practices and approach to curriculum we have been living out for quite some time.
I don’t want to make light of the changes the BC Education Plan is introducing because on a practical level this
is a BIG deal. The change is bigger than simply rolling out a new curriculum. It also represents a change in
underlying approach. Simply put, the emphasis is being changed from CONTENT to COMPETENCY - while
trying to emphasize what Minister Fassbender describes as
'personalized learning'.
For many BC schools, this will be a significant shift in how school
happens.  For NCS, our journey of change continues as we
continue to focus our professional development on increasing the
proficiency of our teaching staff to deliver inquiry-based,
personalized learning. We are looking forward to the new BC Ed
Plan, more so because it represents affirmation of some of the
best practices we've always sought to have here at NCS and we
know it will bring exciting learning opportunities for students and
teachers all across the province.

GLOBAL COMPETENCIES IN THE NEW CURRICULUM
What might this look like in practice? Consider a
Social Studies 10 class, where teachers are
emphasizing content. A student might be asked to
memorize three causes of the Red River Resistance.
Under the new curriculum a student might be
considered to reflect on a central question: "What
circumstances might lead people like me to actively
resist their government?" Rather than being
organized around dozens of "learning outcomes",
the new curriculum is organized around "big ideas"
which then find expression in "Curricular
Competencies" and "Content".   As a Christian
school, we have always sought to ask big questions
in our curriculum planning. We ask how we can
uncover God's fingerprints in this unit of study? How
can we grow in the ways God has called us to

interact with one another? We firstly ask questions and discuss the big ideas of a topic and have the freedom
to go in a direction the class wants to explore, but an even greater opportunity to allow students to choose for
themselves the area they want to discover.  We will continue to encourage cross-graded interactions, learning
from one another and experts within our school (not always teachers!), our community, and the world at large.

TRADITIONAL APPROACH VS. PERSONALIZED APPROACH
At NCS, we have made significant step already in moving from a “one-size fits all” model of education to one
that allows each student to be recognized for who God has created them to be - unique and special.  We offer
programs that are designed to meet the needs of our students, not fit students into pre-designed program.
From Discovery time in elementary to Specialist Projects in middle school and FlexEd in high school,
personalized and flexible are things we value and attempt to live out.  The Bc Ed Plan provides a model and
expectations that supports what we already believe to be best for students.

FROM PROCESS TO PRACTICE
“Learning is truly a life-long endeavour. It happens along a continuum – not in separate educational
programs. Intellectual development goes hand-in-hand with physical, social and emotional development. No
two children will develop in all four domains at exactly the same pace, but there are generally accepted
milestones along the way. Many attributes of early learning can be fostered through life – curiosity, a sense
of personal well-being, thinking and reasoning, creativity and a zest for life and learning,” BC Ed Plan,
January 2015

As the Ministry of Education has unveiled and developed the BC Ed Plan, it has moved from being a draft and
schools are now required to put plan in place.  In Kindergarten to Grade 9, this past September was the
optional year for implementation.  September 2016 is the required implementation year for K-8, and the
optional year for High School.  NCS will have fully implemented the new curriculum, as available,  and the
pedagogical changes for K-12 in September 2016.
The underlying principles as outlined in the BC Ed Plan and the NCS approach are outlined below:
★ Learning takes place in the home, school and community
○ NCS encourages parent involvement, is active in the community and seeks to partner with the
church
★ Foundation skills (reading writing, oral language and numeracy) are important.
○ At NCS Foundation skills are important as well as Biblical competency.
★ Competencies develop over time
○ NCS recognizes that Competencies develop over time, not on a schedule, and are highly
correlated to a student’s abilities and gifts.
○ Biblical teaching practices that lead students to participate in faith formational learning
experiences.
★ Learning experiences connect with students’ interests and passion
○ At NCS genius hour, specialist projects and independent studies are all ways that provide
students with choice a bout learning more about what they love.
○ Learning is connected to the students’ story and to the Biblical story
★ Teaching/Learning strategies are appropriate to learner's’ stage of development
○ NCS has been grouping students in a wide variety of ways, not just age, for several years
recognizing that students learn differently and at different rates.
★ Learners assume increasing responsibility for themselves and others
○ Students have choice in what they are learning and how they can show they have learned.
Our approach to discipline, Love and Logic, focuses on students taking responsibility for
themselves.
★ Learners develop healthy habits
○ In addition to habits for healthy living and successful learning, NCS students develop spiritual
practices such as prayer and devotional time
★ Learning is assessed and reported in meaningful ways that help students improve
○ NCS has adopted an outcomes based approach to assessment that communicates more
clearly about student learning.
★ The use of technology is appropriate to the age/stage and learning situation
○ In addition to a bring your own device program in grades 6-12, a scope and sequence on
technology use for NCS students from Kindergarten to grade 12 has been developed.
We at NCS are excited about the BC Ed Plan. The BC Ed Plan is a shift
from a content driven, knowledge based system to one that "better
engages students in their own learning." The BC Ed Plan's key focus is
"the movement to increasingly personalized learning, which is enabled
and supported by quality teaching and learning, flexibility and choice,
and high standards."
So what will the BC Ed plan look like at Nanaimo Christian School?
We will continue to be the same school that pursues Christ-centered

educational excellence that equips students to live Biblically, act
responsibly, work cooperatively, communicate effectively and
achieve success in who God has called them to be.

