
Using zoom
Best Practices for student 

engagement



Synchronous Lecture Content
Meeting your students in real time.
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Synchronous vs Asynchronous Time

★ The “new” online
★ Use live sessions for

○ Connection
○ Discussion
○ Flipped Learning



Getting started: Checking In

★ Welcome the class
○ Be there early to welcome students as 

they arrive

★ Sound Checks
○ Can they hear you?
○ Practice using mic and/or 

“reactions”
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Get Students involved: Participant window

★ Participant Window
○ Raise Hand to ask timely questions
○ Raised hands go to the top
○ Non-verbal indicators
○ Ask questions 
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Get Students involved: Chat Window

★ Chat Window
○ Use for less urgent questions
○ Use for simple polling
○ Set expectations

Create a set of opening slides for the first session of your class(es) 
that explains the “rules” to students
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jHunvTbzvAi0KwCovRF1nG2GupxSLI3wG39v4reRpZU/edit#slide=id.p


Get Students Involved: Breakout rooms

★ Breakout Rooms
○ Small group discussions
○ Icebreakers
○ Manual or Auto enrollment
○ Sharing back as a team
○ Short & lengthy discussions
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Get Students involved: Individual Activities

★ Individual Activities
○ Don’t be afraid of the silence
○ Reporting back 

■ Chat
■ Mic/Video
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Recording Zoom Sessions

★ Why?
★ Privacy Considerations

○ pseudonym 
○ camera off
○ mic off

★ Post to VIUTube
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● Start with a Deep Breath
● It is Going to Seem Quiet
● Give Time for Students to Respond
● Time is Relative
● Embrace the Space
● Don’t Expect Perfection

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V-jzZsJEOEk7uGiy
N4WpJaEOg4b4l6PE/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V-jzZsJEOEk7uGiyN4WpJaEOg4b4l6PE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V-jzZsJEOEk7uGiyN4WpJaEOg4b4l6PE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V-jzZsJEOEk7uGiyN4WpJaEOg4b4l6PE/view?usp=sharing


Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:
✖ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/

